
First Baptist Church 
309 W. Broad Street 

Dunn, North Carolina 28334 

Lenten Information 
 

· LentÊisÊaÊseasonÊofÊtheÊChristianÊyearÊcelebratingÊtheÊ6Ê½ÊweeksÊ
priorÊtoÊEaster.ÊDuringÊthisÊseason,Ê40-daysÊareÊsetÊasideÊtoÊfast,Ê
practiceÊabstinenceÊfromÊanÊactivity,ÊorÊtakeÊonÊaÊnewÊSpiritualÊ
DisciplineÊinÊpreparationÊforÊEaster. 

 
· TheÊ6-daysÊofÊtheÊseasonÊnotÊsetÊasideÊforÊfastingÊareÊdaysÊofÊ

dispensation,ÊusuallyÊonÊSundaysÊduringÊLent,ÊwhenÊaÊpersonÊ
celebratesÊtheÊpresenceÊofÊJesusÊinÊaÊdayÊofÊworshipÊandÊfeast-
ing.ÊDaysÊofÊworshipÊareÊdaysÊofÊplenty;ÊtheÊfast,ÊorÊabstinence,Ê
isÊsuspendedÊonÊtheseÊdaysÊasÊaÊsymbolÊofÊChrist’sÊabundantÊ
presenceÊwithÊus. 

 
· DuringÊtheÊ40-daysÊofÊLent,ÊoneÊremembersÊtheÊtemptationÊofÊ

JesusÊinÊtheÊwilderness.ÊTheÊhungerÊandÊthirstÊforÊtheÊthingÊ
fromÊwhichÊweÊabstainÊremindsÊusÊofÊourÊlongingÊforÊGod.ÊOurÊ
SundaysÊofÊfeastingÊwithÊChristÊinÊworshipÊisÊanÊappetizerÊthatÊ
drawsÊusÊtowardÊtheÊjoyÊofÊtheÊresurrection. 

 
· AshÊWednesdayÊbeginsÊtheÊseasonÊofÊLent.ÊAshesÊareÊaÊsymbolÊ

ofÊrepentanceÊandÊmourningÊ(seeÊGenesisÊ3:19ÊandÊPsalmÊ51).Ê
Traditionally,ÊChristiansÊcomeÊforwardÊasÊaÊsignÊofÊtheirÊdesireÊ
forÊforgivenessÊandÊareÊmarkedÊbyÊashÊeitherÊonÊtheÊforeheadÊorÊ
handÊasÊaÊsymbolÊofÊtheÊdepthÊofÊtheirÊcontrition. 

 
· WhenÊtheÊashÊisÊwashedÊaway,ÊoneÊisÊremindedÊofÊtheirÊbaptismÊ

andÊtheÊcleansingÊofÊtheirÊlifeÊfromÊsinÊbyÊtheÊworkÊofÊChristÊonÊ
theÊcross.Ê(seeÊIsaiahÊ1:18) 

 
 



 A SERVICE of ASHES and SACRIFICE 
FebruaryÊ22,Ê2023 

Prelude 

AÊCallÊtoÊSlowÊOurÊPace 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Litany of Penitence ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

MaryÊSueÊGodwin 

SaraÊWilliams  

HymnÊ#186 * 

PrayerÊofÊPenitence  

Congregation “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

ScriptureÊReading Mrs.ÊWilliams Isaiah 58:5-12 

MomentÊofÊReflection 

SpecialÊMusic 

PrayerÊofÊConfession  

SanctuaryÊChoir “I Take the Cross of Jesus Christ” 

 

* CommitmentÊHymnÊ#171 

Postlude 

PrayerÊofÊCommitment 

Congregation 

Dr.ÊWakefield 

Mrs.ÊGodwin 

“What Wondrous Love Is This” 

 

ScriptureÊReading KathrynÊWise Joel 2:12-16 

Leader:ÊHaveÊmercyÊonÊmeÊOÊGodÊinÊyourÊgreatÊkindness.ÊInÊtheÊfullnessÊofÊ
yourÊmercyÊblotÊoutÊmyÊoffences.ÊWashÊawayÊallÊmyÊguiltÊandÊcleanseÊmeÊ
fromÊmyÊsin. 
 

People: Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
 

Leader:ÊForÊIÊacknowledgeÊmyÊfaultsÊandÊmyÊsinÊisÊalwaysÊbeforeÊme. 
AgainstÊyouÊonlyÊhaveÊIÊsinnedÊandÊdoneÊevilÊinÊyourÊsight. 
 

People: Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
 

Leader:ÊCreateÊinÊmeÊaÊcleanÊheartÊOÊGodÊandÊrenewÊaÊrightÊspiritÊwithinÊ
me.ÊDoÊnotÊcastÊmeÊawayÊfromÊyourÊpresenceÊdoÊnotÊtakeÊyourÊholyÊspiritÊ
fromÊme. 
 

People: Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
 

Leader:ÊGiveÊmeÊtheÊjoyÊofÊyourÊhelpÊagainÊandÊstrengthenÊmeÊwithÊaÊwill-
ingÊspirit.ÊOÊLordÊopenÊmyÊlipsÊandÊmyÊmouthÊshallÊproclaimÊyourÊpraise. 
 

People: Create in me a clean heart, O God.  

 

People: We confess the wrong we have done and the hurt we have 
caused.  
 

Leader:ÊWeÊconfessÊtheÊgoodÊweÊhaveÊnotÊdone,ÊandÊtheÊsinÊweÊhaveÊnotÊ
claimed.Ê 
 

People: We confess that we live more like ourselves and less like 
Christ.  
 

Leader:ÊLetÊusÊnowÊmakeÊourÊsilentÊconfession.ÊLetÊusÊcomeÊbeforeÊGodÊ
withÊtheÊwholeÊofÊourÊlives,ÊtheÊgood,ÊtheÊbad,ÊandÊtheÊholy.ÊLetÊusÊPrayÊ
together.Ê 

Leader:ÊWhatÊisÊconfession? 
 

People: An unburdening, a letting go 
 

Leader:ÊTruthÊtelling 
 

People: To whom do we confess? 
 

Leader:ÊWeÊconfessÊtoÊtheÊOneÊweÊcallÊGod,ÊourÊCreator,ÊourÊRedeemer,Ê 
 

People: We confess to the One who loves us.  
 

Leader:ÊWhatÊdoÊweÊconfessÊthisÊday? 

Leader:ÊWeÊhaveÊchosenÊtoÊfast,ÊnotÊonlyÊwithÊashesÊbutÊwithÊactions.ÊNotÊ
withÊsackclothÊbutÊinÊsharing,ÊnotÊinÊthoughtsÊbutÊinÊdeeds.Ê 
 

People: Let the ashes speak of our commitment.  
 

Leader:ÊWeÊwillÊgiveÊupÊourÊabundance,Ê toÊshareÊ foodÊwithÊ theÊhungry.Ê
WeÊwillÊgiveÊupÊourÊcomfort,ÊtoÊprovideÊhomesÊforÊtheÊdestitute.ÊWeÊwillÊ
giveÊupÊourÊfashions,ÊtoÊseeÊtheÊnakedÊclothed.ÊWeÊwillÊshareÊwhereÊoth-
ersÊhoard.ÊWeÊwillÊhealÊwhereÊothersÊharm. 
 

People: Let the ashes speak of our commitment.Ê 
 

Leader:ÊThenÊGod’sÊlightÊwillÊbreakÊoutÊonÊus.ÊGod’sÊhealingÊwillÊquicklyÊ
appear.ÊGodÊwillÊguideÊusÊalways,ÊweÊwillÊbeÊlikeÊwell-wateredÊgardens,Ê
repairersÊofÊbrokenÊwalls,ÊbuildersÊofÊsustainableÊcities.Ê 
 

All: Let the ashes speak of our commitment to God’s ways and God’s 
purposes. 

AÊTimeÊofÊCommitmentÊandÊImpositionÊofÊAshes 

ScriptureÊReading Dr.ÊAndyÊWakefieldÊ Psalm 51:1-17 

“God So Loved The World” 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Litany of Confession ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Litany of Commitment ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 


