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 Too often in church we measure success with what I call the three b’s---budgets, 
baptisms, and bottoms in the pews.  Still, these three b’s don’t always tell the whole story.  
Spiritual growth, commitment to Christ, the transforming power of a much-needed word 
of encouragement are not measurable.  Success then from a Spiritual point of view is 
measured in relationships and in looking back and seeing where growth was occurring. 
 Last month I wrote about the church’s mission involvement as something for 
which I am thankful as I reflect on these nearly 20-years.  As I sat down to compose this 

article, I found myself torn between listing the physical things we can quantify like renovations, our online presence, 
by-laws and policy, and those other things that just can’t be counted.  Where one is easier to list, the other is much 
more impactful for me.  I am most thankful for being a part of this community, our relationships, and what it means to 
be a church family. 
 Church has always been about the people more than the building.  Though the building represents the body that 
meets there, without folks to gather it is just a building.  Yes, it is sacred space---but what makes it sacred are the wor-
ship events we have attended, the prayers we have shared, the way our voices have blended to praise God.  The build-
ing represents so much, but it is the people who make it church.  It has been a blessing to seek the presence of God 
with the people who have gathered here. 
 The first time I entered the sanctuary I was appreciative of its beauty.  Now when I enter, I think of who sat 
where, of the ones who were attending when I arrived, how I can look across the Bible on the pulpit on Sunday Morn-
ing and imagine the cloud of witnesses who have gone before me.  I think not only of Rick McDuffie, Tom McCann, 
Dr. Freeman and all the others whose voices have brought good news, I also think of Lunette Hudson who said she sat 
on the ‘cripple pew’ with Ed and Bea, of Roselyn and Jim in the balcony, where Richard, Jimmy, Bob, Keith and Vir-
ginia, Laverne and Bill faithfully sat.  There are so many who have touched my heart as we have joined our hope to-
gether that Christ was present and there is a future that awaits us.   
 All my life I have been told that the Church is the people.  Looking back, I know more than ever that is true.  
Our community is something special.  There is nowhere like church.  It is a place where Jesus’ words are spoken, our 
joys and sorrows are shared, we look forward with faithful anticipation.  As I reflect, especially on these last few 
years, I can’t help but think that we have, perhaps, lost sight of what it means to be present to one another in our 
church relationships.  Being together is not about a habit or a routine, nor about being entertained or networking.  Be-
ing together is about seeking God.  It is about being the people of God waiting together for the presence of Christ to be 
revealed. 
 In my life the Church has been a healing place, a place to discover peace, a place where there are people who 
love and care.   I have no doubt that God called me to ministry.  I have no doubt that God opened the doors for me to 
be pastor at First Baptist Church of Dunn.  It has been a privilege to be a part of this community.  I know that the 
church will continue to be blessed because I see the evidence in the transformed lives of its members.  I am proud of 
you!  I am thankful beyond words for how God has blessed me in this place.  “I was glad when they said unto me, let 
us go into the house of the Lord!” (Psalm 122:1).  My prayer for First Baptist is that you will never forget your identi-
ty.  You are the people of God, brothers and sisters in Christ.  Together God will do mighty things in you.  Never stop 
being community to one another.  The relationship Jesus began in you is the one that will last forever.  

We will be collecting Operation Christmas Child Boxes.  
Look for empty boxes available at the church. More details to come 

but get started collecting now! 
 

Below is a list of items to fill your boxes: 
 

Soccer ball with pump • Doll • Stuffed animals • Toy cars • Jump 
ropes • Yo-yos • Toys that light up and make noise (with extra batter-

ies) • Toothbrushes (no toothpaste) • Washcloths • Combs • Hairbrush-
es • Pens, pencils, sharpeners, crayons, and markers • Notebooks and 
paper • Coloring and picture books • Solar calculators • Socks • Sun-

glasses • Jewelry and watches • Flashlights (with extra batteries)  



 Budget Update 09-18-22 
Received   $295,081.44 
Required   $330,311.58 

 Budget Deficit YTD ($35,230.14) 

Go to our website at 
fbcdunn.com/Click Give. 

Scripture Reader 
Oct 2  Ron McLamb 
Oct 9 Kamryn Wise 
Oct 16 Caroline Wrench 
Oct 23 Julia Scott 
Oct 30 Zoey Godwin 

Candle Lighter 
Oct 2 Jon Russell Wise 
Oct 9 Hudson Whitaker 
Oct 16 Scarlett Moore 
Oct 23 Hannah Williams 
Oct 30 Bill Tarplee 

Children’s Church 
Oct. 2      Family Worship Day 
Oct. 9      Sara Williams & Miranda Moore 
Oct. 16    Angela Jones 
Oct. 23    Melissa Barefoot & Mary Overby 
Oct. 30    Sara Williams & Miranda Moore 

Sound System 
Oct 2 Mark Dunham 
Oct 9 Ron Dupree 
Oct 16 Christopher Moore 
Oct 23 Michael Stephens 
Oct 30 Mark Dunham 

Unlocking/Locking 
Oct 2 & 5      Chris McDaniel 
Oct 9 & 12    Robert Barefoot 
Oct 16 & 19  Robert Barefoot 
Oct 23 & 26  Mark Dunham 
Oct 30  Ron Dupree 

Radio Lesson 
Oct 2 TBD 
Oct 9 Kelly McLamb 
Oct 16 Chuck Turnage 
Oct 23 Larry Snipes 
Oct 30 David Moore 

Prayer Coordinator: Bill Fennell 
Greeters:  Ella Kelly 
       Bill Fennell 
       Lloyd Pope 

Children’s Sunday School 
Oct. 2   Miranda Moore 
Oct. 9   Jan Jernigan 
Oct. 16  Miranda Moore 
Oct. 23   Kelly McLamb 
Oct. 30  Angela Jones 

Nursery 
Oct 2 Jacquelyn Alphin/Sharon Byrd 
Oct 9 Lauren Stephens 
Oct 16 Meredith & Ella Holland 
Oct 23  Tory Byrd 
Oct 30  Denise Jarrell  

  

Women’s Prayer Group  
(every 3rd Monday) 

 
Monday October 17th  

10am in the Parlor 
 
 

Women’s Fellowship 
(every 4th Monday) 

 
Monday, October 24th 

7pm  in the Parlor 
 
 

Feel free to bring a friend! 
Contact Sara for Questions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us in celebrating Dr. Len Keever’s retirement! 
Although, we are sad to see him go, we invite you to 

celebrate this milestone with the Keever family. 
His last Sunday in the pulpit will be November 20th. 

Make plans to join us for worship and watch 
for information on other events. 
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Pastor     Dr. Len Keever 
Minister to Families & Outreach Sara Williams 
Minister of Music   Kathryn Wise 
Accompanist    Mary Sue Godwin 
Administrative Assistant  Angela Jones 
Custodian    Kevin Snipes 
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October 15, 2022  
Hosted by First Baptist Church, Dunn, NC  

8:30am – 3:30pm  
$5 Charge, Lunch provided  

Register with the Church office right away 
All ages welcome and encouraged!! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 
10am in the youth room 

 
Wednesday Night Youth Small Groups 

6:30-7:30pm in the youth room 
 

Saturday October 8th 
7-10pm 

Sky Zone Raleigh  
Chaperones Needed  

 
Youth Fall Retreat: Caswell 

November 11th—13th   

 Kids Club 252 
Ages 3 through 5th Grade 

Wednesday nights at 6:30 

 

The Kids are Practicing 
for their Christmas 

Program!! 

 
 Sunday School  

10am Every Sunday 


